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The Da Vinci Institute
Minutes
November 19, 2004

I. Meeting called to order at 12:10 p.m.
Present: Jack Bryant, Linda Tiller, Flo Potts, Kyle Dahlem, Marvin Lamb, Tom Barlow, Mary
Brodnax. Ex officio: Susan McCalmont.
IL Guests: Robert Con Davis, OU; Jean Hendrickson, Ph.D., Oklahoma A+ Schools; Billie Kaye
Meacham; Elizabeth K. Eickman, Executive Director, Arts Council of Oklahoma City.
IV. Financial Report. Linda Tiller reported that there is a balance on hand of $36,494.81, which
includes a stipend for contract labor and the Da Vinci Scholars. She will have exact figures in
December on available general operating funds. Information on liabilities will be provided at the
next meeting. A $5000 grant from the Kerr Foundation has been awarded for the Scholars. Scholar
Arnold Branty has contacted the Institute and Jack Bryant will return his call. Dr. Atalay has been
paid. Marvin Lamb moved that the financial report be approved, with a second by Tom Barlow. The
report was approved. The Presbyterian Health Foundation has verbally agreed to help with operating
expenses. Inasmuch denied a grant to support the Scholars, but has invited a return application in the
corning year.
V. The Executive Committee met and interviewed applicants as authorized by the board. The
position of executive director was offered to and accepted by Billie Kay Meachem. She will begin in
January 2005.
III. Flo Potts moved that the October minutes be approved. Kyle Dahlem seconded. The minutes
were approved.
VI. Kyle Dahlem reported on the work of the Scholars' Committee. Marvin Lamb joined the
committee. The committee moved that the following recommendations for revitalization of the
program in a new form be accepted:
•

•
•

That Da Vinci focus on creativity and the power of ideas. Criteria to accomplish this goal in
view of an application would be defined for the December meeting.
Applicants should be novice teachers with one to three years experience.
Applicants should not be limited to a fine arts background.
The.recognition should be for a period of one year.
An alumni group should be created.

The motion was approved,
Benefits of the program were described as:
Access to Oklahoma A+ professional development.
• A certificate and $1000 stipend (with the requirement that scholars must each present a report
on their professional development at least once in the year to the faculty of their home
institution).
• A mentor program with Da Vinci Fellows (lecturers).

•

Participation in a proseminar with the Da Vinci Banquet speaker.
Invitations to meetings and functions of the Da Vinci Institute.

Scholars will be expected to provide one-page reports on each of the main activities above.
The goal is to provide funding of $1000 for four to six scholars in a year.
The timeline for selection of upcoming scholars is short, but a tentative calendar has been established
for the 2005 process. Applications will go out January 1, 2005 to educational administrators.
Applications are due back February 21. Adjudication with notification of awards would take place
by March 15. The banquet will take place in the first week of April, 2005. Contracts would be
signed.
Discussion raised the possibility of expanding the program beyond teachers at the K-12 level. With
current funding tied to common education, any expansion to higher ed would be a future project. No
such initiative would be undertaken in the coming year. Discussion also introduced the idea of a
meeting of alumnae with a development opportunity at the time of the annual banquet. In regard to a
mentoring program, the suggestion was made that this could be done one on one with Da Vinci board
members. Discussion of when stipend awards should be disbursed included the idea that scholars
would receive quarterly installments of $250 in connection to completion of reports on the activities
outlined above.
A final report will be given at the December meeting.
VII. Mary Brodnax gave an update on the Bylaws revision. The final draft will be distributed and a
vote taken at the January meeting.
VIII. Jack Bryant reported that the database is ready for membership mailings, but that due to an
inadequate supply of letterhead stationery, membership letters, which are ready to send, would go out
in the coming week. He requested approval of a new letterhead design, designed by Scott Hale.
Linda Tiller moved acceptance of the design, Marvin Lamb seconded, and the motion passed.
IX. Oklahoma A+ Schools Report. Jean Hendrickson provided folders with information on the
Oklahoma A+ Schools, along with thanks to Da Vinci for initiating and continuing to support the A+
program. She discussed a national conference on the tri-state program and research that will take
place in North Carolina in December, 2005.
X. Jack Bryant discussed Constance Gee's lecture scheduled for January 28, 2005 and arrangements
for her fee, which included her travel and lodging and a $1500 stipend, which she has stipulated
should go to an OKC school for visual art supplies. Her general topic will be public policy and arts
education in schools and the target audience includes school board members, administrators, faculty
members, and members of key legislative committees. A location is under consideration with the
assistance of the OK Arts Council, which would like to assist in promoting Da Vinci with arts and
culture organizations. John McCarroll, Phil Moss, Susan McCalmont, and Jack Bryant are discussing
how to disseminate information via OETA and OneNet technology about Da Vinci and lectures
provided by Da Vinci speakers. This ad-hoc subcommittee on technology will present a plan on this
at the December meeting.

Jack Bryant and Billie Kaye Meacham will work out final details for Dr. Gee's visit. Jack will
prepare a press release and distribute it, as well as e-mail background information on Dr. Gee to
board members.
XI.
Old Business.
The Chamber of Commerce membership
renewal will not be paid.
This
membership can be reconsidered after Billie Kaye Meacham begins her position.
A request for an
intern evaluation on Meredith Smith was received.
Kyle Dahlem moved that Jack Bryant be
authorized to complete the evaluation, Marvin Lamb seconded, and the motion passed. In regard to
the Da Vinci Banquet and Dr. Lang's talk on the information age and education, Kyle Dahlem moved
that the banquet be held on April 5, 2005 with Dr. Lang as speaker, Linda Tiller seconded, and the
motion passed.
XII.
New Business.
Susan McCalmont
and Robert Con Davis discussed the Aspen Institute
conference in the context of the Power of Ideas program and an Oklahoma Renaissance,
with
opportunities for branding Da Vinci in terms of the A+ program, the Scholars, the lecture program,
and a possible national conference.
In this regard, David Kennard, an important filmmaker
associated with public television, might be considered as a possible Da Vinci speaker.
Tom Barlow discussed fundraising opportunities
organized around social entrepreneurship
and a
popular culture approach to Da Vinci activities. This was assigned to the Development/Membership
committee.
Additional discussion focused on identifying past speakers and inviting them to be Da Vinci Fellows,
with future speakers to be identified as Fellows in contracts. If Da Vinci were to organize a national

conference, all fellows would be invited to attend.
XIII.

The next meeting is scheduled for December 17, 2004, 12 to 2 p.m., in the same location.

XIV. Linda Tiller moved to adjourn the meeting, Marvin Lamb seconded, and the motion passed.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:20 p.m.

